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In the town of Take a Chance, New Jersey, Judge Judy assigns parking tickets based on the 3 digits that appear on a parking offender’s license plate.

The fine is assigned by following these three steps:


Step 1: Add to find the sum of the 3 digits on the license plate.


Step 2: Multiply the sum found in Step 1 by 3.


Step 3: Square the product found in Step 2.

If Bruno’s parking fine was $144, tell:

· Which one of the license plates below must have been his?

· Explain how you know. Use mathematical reasons and examples from the problem in your explanation.
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